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assumption. An additional defect of the Hegelian recipe is that it
makes the job of the cartoonist too simple. An obvious gambit for
good caricature is: thesis Lenin, antithesis Mussolini,\vith Mr.
Stanley Baldwin and his pipe as the negation of the negation. \Ve
are entitled to deal with any of the dialectic formulae in the same
way. The passing of quantity into quality may signify that steadily
increasing enthusiasm for democracy among Popular Front
Maoists since Hitler came into power will reach a level at which
the whole doctrine of insurrectionary violence will be thrown
overboard by the Comintern. Stranger things have happened.

Although the explicit content of the dialectic furnishes no clue
to the fascination which it fcxerfises on people who are intelligent
enough to see through this farrago of nonsense, the fact that it
does so is not surprising, Napier spent far more time in numerical
calculations to identify the Pope as the apocalyptic Antichrist
than in preparing his system of natural logarithms; and in all past
periods of large-scale social change intelligent people have got
themselves entangled in controversies about issues which had a
symbolic appeal out of all proportion to their intelligibility.

Few people with any scientific training would now waste time
discussing whether the sacrament should be administered in one
or in both kinds. Whether Christ? is present in the hearts of the
believers who participate in the feast of commemoration or
whether the consecrated wafer partakes of the divine essence are
issues which have now lost interest for us. From a rational point
of view it is just as difficult to prove or disprove one assertion as
to prove or disprove the other; and the task of doing so was not
easier when the issue was one which engaged the combined efforts
of the most nimble intellects in Europe. In so far as we disregard
the fact that a plausible justification for the priestly mirade once
rested on whether it did mean anything, the distinction between
the divine substance and the divine essence, the acddens and the
differentiae, is altogether meaningless* In so far as we are able to
see it in its own historic context, we can understand why it
mattered to men and women for whom the priestly mirade was
the divine endorsement of the priestly authority and the token